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Our African coast = shared African heritage



2. African 
coastal cities

Africa has 15% of global population and > 30% of world poverty, but 5% of total 
world FDI. FDI is no panacea. 

“Cities perform a 
quintessential role in Africa’s 
evolving structural 
transformation because urban 
environments facilitate growth 
in critical economic sectors.”

Future of Africa 
depends on African 

coastal cities & towns



3. The 
Anthropocene 
(Capitalocene)
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4. On the 
frontline

Coastal squeeze 

CC & coastal livelihoods

How much SLR is too much?

Sustainability Struggle: 
Won or lost in Africa’s 
coastal cities & towns

(Nicholls et al. 2007. IPCC AR5 WGII Ch6)



Complexity
Dynamism
Uncertainty
Contestation



Urbanisation, 
development & 
new discourse 
of risk (& 
resilience)

“… the physical forms, social structures, 
economic pathways, and governance systems 
of cities on the continent shape their risk 
profiles. … urban development actors need to 
consider the consequences of their actions for 
risk, while risk reduction practitioners will 
need to engage with all elements of urban 
development, including informality, urban 
poverty, infrastructure and service provision, 
land management, and local governance 
capacity.”



5. Human 
development

http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/what-human-development



6. Risk-
resilience-
sustainability:
Risk = new 
discourse in 
coastal cities & 
towns



Contested 
coastal 
development: 
The ‘resilience of 
unsustainable 
coastal 
development

“Lagos, a coastal megacity with more than 11 
million inhabitants faces serious development 
challenges in addition to climatic risks and extreme 
weather events. … development is seen as a root 
cause of risk and a focus for change. Resilience 
(marginal changes in development to maintain 
stability) is not foreseen as a likely future choice 
for Lagos. This is in contrast to many global 
agendas that promote resilience and reflects the 
realities of managing risks in the context of 
contested development.” (Ajibade et al., 2016).



Urban 
governance 
deficit 
escalates risk

“The main urban issue that sub-Saharan Africa is 
facing is rapid growth in its urban population 
without the urban governance structures in place 
that can meet their responsibilities and manage the 
change. This has created very large deficits in 
infrastructure and service provision which 
exposes much of the urban population to high 
levels of risk. … Most small urban centres in the 
region have local governments with very little 
capacity or funding to fulfil their responsibilities for 
risk reducing infrastructure and services.”



Top-down & 
bottom-up: 
Politics, risk & 
African coastal 
cities

“In the suburbs of Dakar, Senegal, [flooding] has 
led to the introduction of State risk management 
programs as well as new mobilizations by urban 
dwellers engaged in risk mitigation. These two 
“types” of intervention in response to risk, one 
conducted by the public authorities according to 
a technical approach, and the other by groups of 
urban dwellers seeking a holistic and political 
solution, are giving rise to new risk management 
patterns at the urban scale.”



Dimensions of 
resilience

Glavovic et al. Forthcoming



7. Our coastal 
futures



8. Community-
based coastal 
hazard risk 
reduction



UNESCO IOC 
step-by-step 
guidance for 
community-
based coastal 
hazard risk 
reduction





Who is the 
‘coastal 
community’?







Focus on 
understanding 
coastal 
vulnerability





Strategies, 
measures & 
step-wise 
adjustments for 
reducing risk



Impact of 
uncertainty



Some decision-
support tools

MfE 2017. Coastal Hazards & Climate 
Change: Guidance for Local Government



Fit-for-purpose 
public 
participation & 
conflict 
resolution





1. Empower communities to identify, reduce 
and manage risk 

2. Support governments to reduce risk

3. Strengthening urban planning and 
regulatory frameworks

4. Facilitate dialogue & collaboration to reduce 
risk

5. Support holistic risk reduction across sectors
Create & support urban livelihoods

Promote urban safety & rights to safety 



9. The roles of 
African 
academies of 
arts & sciences
Creating ‘safe 
spaces’ for rogue 
scientists

Strengthen collaboration between African 
Academies

Foster reflexivity & radical critique

Raise the voice of humanities & social sciences

Leverage human capital from African diaspora(s)

Focus attention on African coastal cities

Build bridges between science, local & indigenous 
knowledges

Build bridges between science, policy & practice

Craft new ‘science-society’ contracts in African 
coastal cities, giving voice to marginalised 
groups, espec. women & the youth




